
3 days in June…
University of Edinburgh : Craigmillar community architecture project

This project brought together final year architecture students with local school 
children in a self-build project. The children are from an area of Edinburgh that 
is undergoing a huge transformation as a large area of sub-standard derelict 
housing is demolished and new housing, schools, parks and infra-structure is 
being developed over a ten year period. 

The project introduced the primary school children to a sense of materiality, 
and to the meaning of different materials through a first hand experience 
of a design and manufacturing process. The Primary 6 children worked with 
Lynda Graham, (Cultural Co-ordinator, CEC) and Rachael Hallett (UofE) on 
casting and ceramic techniques at their school, in the weeks preceding the 
final workshop project. This introduced them to positive and negative moulds, 
and to design techniques. 



In the final workshop, a series of wall panels were made by the children 
using techniques of fabric-cast concrete, which have been developed over a 
number of years by staff and students led by Professor Remo Pedreschi and 
Fiona McLachlan at the University of Edinburgh. The children were paired with 
Master of Architecture students who helped them to realise their ideas and 
make the panels. The children then returned a week later to open up the casts 
and see the results.  

The project was developed over the autumn of 2008. The intensive design 
and component-making workshop took place over three days in June 2009 
in the architecture workshop at Edinburgh University. The final installation of 
the wall panels at Castleview Primary School is due to follow in at the end of 
2009. 
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